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A NOTE FROM YOUR REA PRESIDENT
The billing rate for electricity for the month of November has been set at $0.095/KWH.
The average rate for electricity charged to members for the period January - October by the REA is
$0.077/KWH. The average cost of electricity in this same period was $0.109/KWH. This required a
contribution, by the energy fund, of $198,935.52 to cover the additional cost of electricity consumed by
members.
All indications are that the cost of electricity will continue to increase over the next several months. This
is very concerning for all consumers in Alberta and in particular REA members. The winter months are
times when members use more electricity and rates are generally higher. The Board of Directors are
very concerned by this and understand the energy fund cannot continue to invest in members at the
same rate as it has. To try to manage the cost of electricity, the REA has entered into an energy hedge to
help stabilize the cost to members.
The past newsletters brought to members attention, the Alberta Government Utility Bill Deferral
program. This allowed Alberta consumers to defer bill payments for 90 days, March 18 - June 18,
2020. The uncollected amounts are now to be recovered from all Albertans, so a rate rider is being
accessed to every consumer. The cost to the REA on behalf of members is approximately $250 per month
for the next four months. Duffield has chosen to pay this amount in a lump sum and not add the rider to
individual bills.
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New Meter
Duffield REA has purchased and had EQUS personnel install new
meters. This meter system allows for reading remotely, no longer
requiring meter readers to access yards. Cell phone technology is
employed to read meters remotely.
This project was a significant expenditure for the REA. Operating
savings are such that at this time the Board of Directors do not see a
need for a special charge to pay for the capital cost.
Electric meters must be recertified at 10-year intervals. Meters which
fail the recertification process must be replaced. Over the next
three to four years the existing meters would have needed to be
recertified or replaced at a significant expense.
With the technology to read meters remotely, personnel are no longer
required to travel throughout the REA to physically read each meter,
again significant savings.
Combining operating savings, reading meters remotely,
administration and avoiding recertification costs, is projected to
recover the capital cost of the new meter system within five years.
With all meters and collectors installed by the end of October, the
system is operational. The system is being monitored to ensure
irregularities are detected and corrected.
Here are pictures of some of the installed related equipment.

